 PROJECT MARINE CARE UPDATE – JULY 4, 2009

110 boxes were packed on 22 May and another 95 on 21 June by our Marines and volunteers.  In between, another 20 were packed to answer specific needs by our correspondents.  This brings our totals to 4,995 packages, 65,000 lbs shipped in 5 years. 

Thank you to all who contribute in one way or another.  You can be sure that every item the troops receive is appreciated. 

_______________________________

More responses from our Warriors below:

To the MCL Det 942,   Thanks for the candy and other geedunk.  We received 2 boxes recently.  They will definitely help keep the energy level up on our convoys.  Not much scenery out here to keep you alert so chow and A-Drivers do the trick.  We are the “Wingers With Wheels”.

CWO2 Wade, Chad M.     MWSS-271   

We appreciate Chad mentioning our Marine Corps League Detachment because that is the base for our Project out of the Veterans Memorial Building in Lafayette.   We know what geedunk is, but we don’t send much candy per se, rather we do send a lot of Zone Bars, Protein Bars, Power Bars and Cliff Bars because most troops like to have a healthy source of energy.  

 “A-Drivers” and “Wingers with Wheels” are new terms to us.  That last one probably refers to the Marine Corps Air Wing.   

_______________________________

Thank you SO much.  My Sgt and I received three boxes from you today and everyone in the shop was so excited.  It’s nice when you get mail from your family, but when a complete stranger sends you something, it’s an amazing gift – letting us know people still care about the Marines and soldiers fighting for them.

Cpl Jessica Ettesman, 1st Intelligence Battalion 
Marine Ettesman uses the word “care” – that describes the situation accurately.   We think her Sergeant is also a “Jessica”.   If you’d like to read more about the 1st Intelligence Bn, their newsletter can be found here:                                                                  http://www.i-mef.usmc.mil/mhg/intelbn/default.asp
______________________________
John,
  Thank you so very much for the packages - we received several and we absolutely appreciate it. We are K9 Handlers that belong to II Marine Expeditionary Force. It’s good to know that we are being supported and we are being taken care of. We love everything that you put inside of the packages. Know that the Dog handlers here in TQ send our appreciation and we plan on paying it forward when we are in the rear. 
Mark sent that email and this postcard after we sent some good dog treats:

We really appreciate the package and everything in it.  There is nothing quite as nice coming in from a hot, sandy, nasty day to an unsuspected care package filled with a bunch of good stuff.  Thanks.

Respectfully Sent,    Sgt Vierig, Mark            Military Working Dog TQ Kennel Master – TFMP 3/3 K-9 Unit

_____________________________
John, 

The women of 8th Comm Bn, B Co, thank you greatly for the wonderful items you sent us.  The books and cookies were a huge hit with the Marines.  It helps keep our spirits and morale high, knowing friends and families are thinking of us, our efforts and our many sacrifices.  Once again, thank you for your unwavering dedication and support. 

Sincerely,           Sgt Courtney Martincano   04 June 09 

Sgt Martincano sent along the attached photo of her group.  We will never waver as long as our young people are defending us and helping other people less fortunate than us.
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_____________________________
Dear John,            

            Thank you for all the support you give us overseas.  I am on my second deployment and I can tell you it means a lot to the guys and me.  We have received several packages from you now.  I wanted to take the time to thank you for the hard work on your end.  I know many man hours go into these care packages.  I was able to distribute these packages to guys who have not been getting too many from back home.  They really appreciated it.   Thank you again for your time and support!  Semper FI!!!

 RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,     CPL OUIMET, TIMOTHY E

2DBN 3DMAR 3DMARDIV H&S S-6   TEMP LOAN / NON-CCI NCO NIPR - TIMOTHY.OUIMET@AFG.USMC.MIL
We thank Tim and all his Marines and Corpsmen.  It is very heartening to read that guys who have not been getting “too many from home” are being cared for.

_____________________________
Mr. Wintersteen, 

I deployed to Iraq last year and returned safely last season.  I am with the 23rd Marine Regiment, 4th Marine Division, but I deployed with 1st Bn, 2nd Marines.  I want to thank you for your service to us.  God Bless.

Cpl Miguel Cervantes, 23rd Marines (Echo Company) San Bruno, CA

Echo Co, 23rd Marines is based about 30 miles from where we pack boxes and we plan on attending their homecoming from Afghanistan.  Several boxes were sent to their CO – Major Charter, Company Gunny Guerrero and 1stSgt Espinoza recently. 

_______________________________
We met this Marine at the big Marine Corps Birthday street party at Cookie’s Tavern in South Philly a few years ago.  Not long after that we read in the “Marine Corps Book of Lists” that she is the FIRST Woman Marine Aviator.  She flies the huge CH-53E helicopter and we are very proud to know her.  It was a shock to get her address from a Woman Marine veteran with the Women Marines Association in Michigan, Mary Ann Merritt, in a recent email.  We then sent a couple of packages and enclosed a note with a photo - this was the result:
John,                                                                                                                                                                            Wow. When I looked at the picture I remembered but I never recognized your name.  Sorry about that.  I am amazed that I got your letter and picture.   I found it lying in a half empty box in our (HMH-772) morale tent.  Mary Ann definitely got my name out and I have been getting a lot of packages.  I don’t open many of them any more.  I hand them out to all the different shops in my squadron and I have even given some to Marines in other units.  I gave one to a friend of mine in HMLA-169 and I picked up 2 Grunts walking and drove them to their tent and gave them each one.  They were so excited.  We all love them and really benefit from them. 

So have you made it Back to Cookies Tavern?  Oddly enough my unit, HMH-772 is out of NAS Willow Grove north of Philly.  I didn’t make it last year and won’t this year since we will be here on 10 Nov.   I live in Michigan and used to be in HMH-769, in CA (Edwards AFB) until they shut us down.   So I joined HMH-772 in PA. They are getting rid of all the reserves.  It is a shame.  I definitely want to go back to Cookies again. 

So I got off active duty in June of 2004, right after OIF. I joined the reserves immediately and coordinated the Miramar air show for 4 yrs. While still doing that job I joined HMH-769.  The reserves was a good choice for me.  I enjoy being home with my boys.  I have 7 ½ yr old twins and a 2 yr old. 

You are doing a great thing.  Semper Fi!    LtCol Sarah Deal, HMH-772

Sarah then sent this postcard:
   Thanks, we got the packages.  They are so appreciated.  I have received a few now – the food goes really fast.  I have handed them to other Marines in my unit and some to Marines in a “Grunt” unit.  They were extremely excited!  We are at the beginning of our tour here in Afghanistan.  We are here for seven months.    Sarah

Sarah is fantastic for giving boxes to those infantry Marines.  They don’t have much access to email where they can post their wants and needs and they also don’t have a lot of access to PX supplies like many other units not out on patrols, riding in convoys, searching house-to-house and being the “tip of the spear”.  We will send more to her so we can try to reach those Marines and Corpsmen.  Here is a photo she sent:
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_____________________________
Dear Mr. Wintersteen-

Good afternoon from southern Afghanistan!  I hope that all is well.  3/8 has been so blessed to receive many of the amazing care packages from Project Marine Care.  It has been wonderful to receive them, and it has been my pleasure to distribute several of these packages as I travel around to the various FOBs throughout our AO.  

We are now 6 months into our deployment – just a few more weeks left!  During our time here, we have had some casualties – both killed and wounded, which has made religious ministry challenging.  However, in the midst of these difficulties, the generosity of individuals, churches, businesses and civil organizations (like yours) have really helped carry us through, and know that we are not forgotten.   

I would love to stay in contact with you through e-mail, and I should be reachable at this address for the week or so. We are already beginning to look toward the future, and the incoming battalion that will replace us.  Our current address has been shut to ensure that incoming packages do not miss us in the transition.  If you would be interested in continuing to provide support to the Marines here in Afghanistan, I will provide your contact information to the incoming Chaplain, LT Randy Potter.  I have attached a few pictures so you can see more of our life here at the FOBs (the Toby Keith picture is from a recent USO show performed here at our location).  Thanks again for all your prayers, and your generosity.        Grace & Peace -    

     Jason DiPinto       Battalion Chaplain    3/8 Reinforced    SPMAGTF - Afghanistan      
FOB means Forward Operating Base, which tells us these Marines are out in the badlands.  As this is being written, 4,000 Marines are out in the Helmand Valley, the stronghold of the Taliban, trying to root out the hardcore terrorists.  Unfortunately, their hands are somewhat tied behind their backs because of a new rule of engagement that won’t let them destroy the houses where the Taliban run and hide - behind civilian innocents.

______________________________
Hello John,                                                                                                                                                          We, HMH-772, have received your package.  The contents were shared with many of the Marines based on needs and wants.  Your efforts brought a smile to many Marine’s faces.  I cannot thank you and the Marine Corps League Detachment 942 enough.  We all appreciated what you all have done and what you are doing.  We hope to make you proud and continue carrying on the traditions and track record you have laid out for us.

Semper Fi, MSgt DeCola, Timothy        HMH-772

This must be one of the boxes LtCol Deal received because the Master Sergeant’s name is not familiar to us.  He will receive his own package as well, since he took the time to give us some feedback.

______________________________
Dear Mr. Wintersteen, 

Thank you for the care package we have received.  It was gone as quickly as I got the packages opened.  You should see how the morale changes so quickly when packages arrive – it keeps us working as a team and knowing that someone out there cares for us & our well-being. 

Just to let you know a little about ourselves here in case I didn’t mention it before, we have a total of 2,400 Military Personnel here aboard Camp Lemonier here in Africa that consists of Marines, Navy, Air Force and Army.  If you noticed in my mailing address, the CJTF-HOA stands for Combined Joint Task Force – Horn of Africa. 

You might have seen on the news awhile back about the Pirates in Somalia – We are about 12 miles from their border.  We also do a lot of volunteer work for the community, dealing with Baby Orphanages, construction of schools, drilling for water wells and medical assistance for the people and farm animals.  They are hoping to make this a permanent duty station in time, but for right now it is one big rotation of military personnel about every 6 months. 

As for myself, I will be here until late January of 2010, so I will see a lot of people come/go.  My husband is currently deployed to Afghanistan – Kandahar – and he will be returning back sometime before Christmas of this year.  I would like to provide his mailing address where he & 400 other Marines are deployed: 

GySgt Steven Washechek 

Charlie Company, 3rd Platoon 

2nd LAR Bn, Det A 

Unit 73526 

FPOAE 09510-3256 

  

The temperature here in Djibouti is slowly but rising a little more as the days go by – mid-day it’s about 130 degrees (heat and humidity).  As soon as we step outside, our workspace/living quarters you just automatically start rolling in sweat, so we feel pretty grimy by the end of the work day.  I think we here in Djibouti have the temperature beat by 10 degrees hotter than my husband and his Marines. 

  

I wish that I could tell you more about what we do here for our Military Occupational Skills, but it’s one of those things (a Need to Know due to it being Sensitive Material) but the key word is “……………………” that allows us to communicate  throughout Africa/Europe/United States. 

  

It means a lot to me & even more when we do not even hear from our own family members and that is how it is for most of us here in my work section…so I share my letters/cards/care packages with everyone.  It puts a smile on their face even if it is only for a short time. 

  

We volunteer in providing assistance in the beautification and safety of the Cheetah Refuge by trimming away and burning brushes to clear away walking trails and paths for tourists and for the many animals that roam freely about….it’s hard work, especially working outside for 4 hours during the hottest part of the day. 

  

We especially look forward to volunteering out in the local schools, working with children/teens of various ages….help lead in mentorship, reading and assisting children at local schools to achieve their educational goals.  In addition, our desire to teach the children valuable life lessons such as teamwork, work ethic and independence.  What items these children lack very much are dictionary/Thesaurus/ & all other school-related items.  I do what I can out of my own pocket, but even here at Camp Lemonier, we are limited….example:  our library consists of books (novels/sci-fi/romance, etc.) so if I had to look up information, it would be on the internet and these schools do not have computers, much less furniture…..we just sit on handmade benches/one flipped upside down to use as tables. 

  

We also love to volunteer at the Baby Orphanage.  It is very sad though.  The Catholic Church will only allow 10 Military members to visit and it is 4 days out of the week.  But my work allows me to attend just on Fridays, at least for now.  We are there for about 2 ½ hours and there must be roughly about 30-40 babies.  What we do while we are there is to play with them (lots of love/hugs/kisses), feed the younger infants their bottles and the older ones their dinner, which consists of 2 bowls, one that looks like grits/Cream of Wheat w/potatoes puree and the other bowl (dessert) is more like oatmeal w/apple, banana & sweetener packets and they get a bottle of water that is only half-way filled (which this country as a whole lacks a lot of) and sometimes they might give them a cookie.  Then we give them their baths and /or change their diapers before they are down for the evening.  It is sad when they see we are going because they all start to cry. 

  

I feel sad for the babies and then for myself too at times because I can’t hold my own son, David, who is 1 yrs old and Chandler, my oldest who just turned 18 in March and just recently graduated high school.  But I know they are well taken care of and loved by my mother and twin sister.  I’ve been married now for almost 5 years come this September. 

  

Well I’m sure I have taken enough of your time.   Again, I want to thank you for Caring & Supporting Us All and hope to hear from you again soon.  
To find out a little more about me and my husband, our information can be located at AnyMarine.com. 

  

Sincerely & Very Respectfully 

  

SSgt Maria Washechek

SEMPER FI 

Note the temperature.  Staff Sergeant Washechek also sent the card below with thank-you’s from several people:
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______________________________
John 

Thank you so much to you and your group.  Your packages are great and we really appreciate your continued support.

2nd Lt Seymour,      MAG-26

Maggie always sends a thank-you note and we appreciate it.

_______________________________
 Mr. Wintersteen,               I wanted to take the time to say “thank you” for thinking of us.  You’ve made my Marines feel appreciated.                GySgt Dalia Robles   MACG-28               

 That came on a nice card from Dalia.  They were looking for white socks, among other things and we will ship more since we have quite a stock right now.  What most Marines and soldiers are looking for are black, brown and green boot socks as well.  

_____________________________
Dear John,
  We received two more care packages again today; thank you.  We are busy this year.  We have a QRF just like last year, but this year we also have been sending Marines out on patrols, conducting ECP (Entry Control Point) search duties, and helicopter operations.  I coordinate all operations (outside the wire).  Our QRF is so good that are training many other units aboard this base.  I am very proud of these aviators that are also highly proficient at combat arms skills.  By the way, I once went to a conference at the Marines Memorial Club in SF – nice place.  As always, thank you for your undying support. 
Semper Fi, SgtMaj D.K. Devaney    VMAQ-4  (HQ)   Unit 78002   FPO-AE 09509-8002

There’s David’s address if you’d like to send him and his unit a package or letter.

_____________________________

This was sent to us by Staff Sergeant Nicholas Taylor of 2nd Supply Bn, Maintenance Company:

[image: image4.jpg]Dear Family and Loved Ones of Engincer Ordinance Platoon,

‘The end of anather month in this deployment has come again and it is my greatest pleasure 10 update you on the events that have taken place this
June!

It gives me a great deal of excitement and of course no surprise, to annouce that Staff Sergeant Bauhaus, our Uilties Chicf has boen sclected
for Gunnery Sergeant! Also, Staf Sergeant Williams was awarded and presented with a Certficate of Commendation, for his work in the
inventory, gathering, and shipping of materials at Class Four, in Al Asad. Lastly but certainly no leat, another proud announcement for
Engincer Ordinance Platoon is Lance Corporal Cervantes was awarded Mechanic of the Month for May! I'm ecstatic and thrilled atthe amount
of accomplishments and suceess that the Marines at Engincer Ordinance Platoon are achieving!

‘The Marines with birthdays this month were: Sergeant Orden and Lance Corporal Cervantes. Happy Birthday Marines!

Home, family, and loved ones, we work with tenacity, strength, and diligence knowing that we are working towards one less day between us.
So thank you, for your patience and understanding as you await our arival home. To all o the family members that may need my assistance |
can always be reached at this email address, SMITHG3S7@AOL.COM. 1 encourage each of you to invest the time in your family's well being.
by involving yourself with the Family Readiness Program as well s with the many other programs that are available t0 our familics. 1 will do my
best to keep you al posted in regards to our endeavors here in Iraq, May this deployment bring cach of you and your families the peace,
happiness, good fortune and good health you deserve.

Respectully,
CWO?2 Gregory Smith Sr.
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_____________________________
Hi John,                                                                                                                                                                                        I received your care package today.  Again, thank you very much for your continued support and thoughtfulness towards the troops.  Your exceptional contribution, especially in keeping the moral at a constant high is greatly appreciated.  We appreciate the people like yourself that really cares about the troops, who are far away from home and in harm’s way.     My tour is coming to an end.  I have a few weeks left to go before shipping out.                                                Thanks,     Arnold

That’s from Army Master Sergeant, Arnulfo Tumbaga who we will meet when he comes home to the Bay Area.  4 June was a solemn day for his unit – they lost a soldier in an RPG attack.

_____________________________
We’ll end with this note from L/Cpl Elbert Hollis who received a few of our packages.  It’s great to see he is “Paying it Forward”

Hi John, this is LCpl. Hollis, 

          i just wanted to thank you for keeping me up dated the men and women who serve our country overseas. i have a really good friend in 2/3 and i am sending him and a few of his fellow marines care packages just like you did for me and i have to say that i'm proud of myself for actually getting a chance to send something to someone that says, ' someone cares.'   Well keep me posted and I’ll do the same, take care and god bless

_____________________________
If you want to show your support to these troops and contribute to Project Marine Care, please make checks out to:   MCL DET 942

 And send to:  John Wintersteen   436 Sycamore Cir.  Danville, CA 94526    (925) 837-7750

ALL contributions are important and we like to think we are connecting good people with our fantastic troops every time a box is shipped.  Please note that all donations are applied 100% to help those troops – there are no “Admin Fees” in our Project.   One of these Updates goes into every box we ship.

  Our Federal Employer Identification Number (EIN) is 68-0379040 and our California State Franchise Board Organization Number is 2254883.   Our State Charitable Trust number is 120356.  The Department of California, Marine Corps League, is a non-profit Corporation under Section 501 (c) (4) of the IRS Code.  The Marine Corps League has an exemption that allows donations for our troops to be tax-deductible.

Please pass this on to anyone you believe would like to help our troops in “harm’s way”.   We ship to every branch of the military.  If you would like some information on how to send boxes, email me at  steenmarine@yahoo.com and we'll send you a Package Protocol and a list of goods that we update periodically.   Please put "Packages for Troops” or something similar on the Subject line so I'll know it's not “spam”.   Thank you and Semper Fidelis,   John Wintersteen - Mt. Diablo Detachment 942, Marine Corps League, Lafayette, CA
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           Boxing group, 22 May 2009
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                        Boxing group – 21 June 2009  
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