 PROJECT MARINE CARE UPDATE – SEPTEMBER 7, 2009

90 boxes shipped in July and 75 shipped in August, making our total 5,115, or approximately 66, 500 lbs to date.  Thank you to the generous people whose donations make this possible and thanks to the Warriors for giving us the feedback below.  It does the heart good.  We all look forward to the day when they win and return home to their families and friends.

   From Ensign Stan Cook on the USS Ronald Reagan out in the Indian Ocean -  the one place where we couldn’t keep control of our lunch on November 10 of 1961 when we crossed the Equator on an LST…..

Western Pacific Times

Surge 2009 edition, 10 July 


We are here and at work, flying in support of troops on the ground.   Our days are early flights out and cycle through out the day.  (Cycle is a number of aircraft out flying and a number of aircraft returning) Our Sailors are upbeat and there is a spring in their step now that we have a purpose.  Yes, our aircraft are having a direct impact on the ground.  It is always good to see our aircraft leave here loaded and come back empty, then hear about it on the news. 


We also have started our normal mail calls, so the mail is catching up to us now.  I want to thank my new friend Mr. John Wintersteen and his crew at the Marine Corps League out of Danville, California.  This group has been packaging care packages for deployed service members since 2004.  We received three boxes today filled with snacks, personal hygiene items and books.  If you want to help or donate, his email is ……at the end of their Updates.  Thanks again to Mike and his crew and thanks to Mike Anderson for the introduction.  


The past couple of nights the moon has been so bright it almost like flying in the daytime.  The seas have mostly calmed down but we still get a good roll or two throughout the day.  We weathered a big storm and now that storm is causing flooding to the closest land mass to us.  Many people were not at their best for a few days, it was hard to get work done around here.  My favorite spot to eat was empty during that time. I eat at the forward wardroom and it moves quite a bit, brought back memories of being out on a small boy.  The gym was not as crowded also, it is kind of hard to run when the ship is rocking and rolling,, it does add a sense of running uphill and then downhill.
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Carl and I at Muddy Murphy’s Irish Pub in

Singapore (My Favorite Beer Killkenny)

That came in a newsletter from Stan and we appreciate the mention of our Detachment in same.   A lot of people have never heard of the Marine Corps League, including many Marines.  We hope to introduce the League to as many as we can through our Project.    The League is made up of over 1,000 Detachments, 76,000 members.  It is a not-for-profit organization within the provisions of the Internal Revenue Service Code 501 (c) (4), with a special group exemption letter which allows for contributions to the Marine Corps League to 

be tax deductible by the donor.  If you’d like to see the good works being done by the League, go to this link:

http://www.mcleague.com/mdp/index.php?module=ContentExpress&func=display&ceid=1
_______________________________

Sir,  
    Wow, first I want to say thank you for the generous gift you sent - very unexpected.  We didn’t have anything like that out here.  Another guy received a TV so we are going to try to get a game room built out here for everyone to use in their free time so we can boost morale.  But we greatly appreciate you for supporting us and making this time easier.  We have time limits on the computer but I wanted to make sure I said thank you and to let you know I received the package.  Once again thank you.
R/S                Sgt Powers, Steven                                                                                                                        We responded to a very specific request from Sergeant Powers for some electronic gear, since someone had donated it to us.  He and Combat Logistics Battalion 8 are in the Afghan boonies and have no store near their area of operations.  We will be sending the hygiene items and Motrin/Aspirin they requested. 

_______________________________

John,                                                                                                                                                                 Thanks for all your efforts in helping out our Marines.  Receiving packages from people that they don’t even know really does wonders for their morale.  The thought of being recognized and appreciated by someone other than family- makes these guys feel really good.  Not to mention that all you send will be put to some very good use.    Great that you mention Col Malay - he was my XO when I was at 1st LAR Bn- Great man, great leader- I have six years total at Camp San Mateo, and about 13 total on Camp Pendleton- I really loved my time on the west coast-  very hard to beat California.                                           Again- thanks for all that you do for our Marines…   Semper Fidelis,  Luke Converse

Sergeant Major Converse is with the 2nd LAR BN in Afghanistan, again away from everything.  If we miss their convoy, they don’t receive anything for another month in the next convoy.  

The Marine Corps world is amazingly small and tight.  On 14 July, We met his former CO, Colonel Patrick J. Malay as he turned over the 5th Marine Regiment to our friend Col Willy Buhl.  Both gentlemen have received our packages over the years and they both made comments about how important the packages are to their troops.  Not just ours, of course, but from everyone who supports them.    2nd LAR is way out there and has very little access to the basics like toothbrushes, soap, shampoo, baby wipes (used to “shower” themselves).  We shipped 5 boxes and plan on more.  A Battalion can be comprised of as many as 1,000 troops.
______________________________
The packages were received with open arms and we are grateful to have supporters like the Marine Corps League.  I have two Marines who work for me that do not receive much mail from home – Cpl Ramirez, Anneliese and L/Cpl Rodriguez, Melissa.  If you could bless them with a package, I know they will be grateful.

GySgt Sean P. O’Donohue,  CLR-2, 2nd MLG      

This is important because we have been putting a note in each box asking for the names of people like Cpl Ramirez and L/Cpl Rodriguez.  The Gunny, like all good Marines knows how important morale is to the overall health of his unit and is living up to the meaning of Semper Fidelis with this request.  Packages went out on 29 July to his Women Marines.   

______________________________
We’re not sure who sent this, but it came from an Army Stryker Brigade in August. 
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__________________________
Ladies and Gentlemen:
We just received word when our last day in country will be, therefore, in preparation for this, I am asking that you do not ship any more packages to us after 15 September.
I want to Personally Thank each and every one of You for all Your Support to our unit during this deployment and to share with each of you how much our Marines & Sailors appreciate everything you do for us and for all our brothers and services deployed around the world.
May God Bless each of You.  
v/r                  RP1 (FMF/SW) Michael A Hawthorne   Regimental Combat Team 8   RCT 8 RP   


Michael was referred to us by a friend– he is a sailor and has the job of Religious Program Support. 
_____________________________
Mr. Wintersteen, today I had the pleasure of handing out some outstanding care packages courtesy of the wonderful people in your Marine Corps League. To express how much this means to the Marines cannot be said in words. I can assure you all, that every item in each package will be used. The Marines were also appreciative of the fact that each of you took the time and effort to put together packages for individuals you don't even know. It truly embodies what is good about the people of the United States.
 
Your adopted "sons" from Echo Company are varied collection of people from many different walks of life. There are students, teachers, police officers, firefighters and construction workers, to name a few. But we have all banded together in the belief that we are doing something good for this world and our country. Every time we go on patrol or engage with the local populace we have visions of a better world for everyone. It's a difficult job but it's made that much easier by knowing there are people at home who truly care about us and what we are doing. Again, thank you for everything you have done for us.  We truly appreciate the sacrifices you have made to make us feel a little more at "home".
 
Respectfully,                 Gunnery Sergeant Edward F. Guerrero

 The Gunny is with Echo Company, 23rd Marine Regiment out of San Bruno, CA and we hope to see this unit when they come home.  His note tells you all you need to know about these terrific people who not only serving us, but are are trying to leave the world a better place wherever they are ordered to go.   This was what Ronald Reagan was talking about when he said -   “Some people spend an entire lifetime wondering if they made a difference in the world. But, the Marines don't have that problem.’ 
Ronald Reagan, President of the United States; 1985.
_______________________________
Mr. Wintersteen,

My Guys and I just recently received another package from your office.  I just wanted to take a minute to thank you all for your continued support, prayers and well wishes. My Devil Dogs have thoroughly enjoyed all the goodies and personal hygiene products you have sent us. The ladies do have one request.  They ask, if possible, can you please send "smell good lotion".  [image: image3.png]


   After a while of being out here in the desert, I think they really miss having all the girly things. We much appreciate all that you do.  Thank you again.  I have attached some pictures of my guys and me.  

Respectfully Submitted,    Staff Sergeant Almonte                                                                                             Below is a photo Stephany sent: - she is on the far right.  “Smell Good” stuff was sent.  She is with CLC-151 out of California.  Combat Logistics Company 151 is assigned to NATO in Afghanistan.
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_____________________________
Ladies and Gentlemen,       the packages you sent got to Camp _______ Afghanistan.  We have almost nothing compared to the good life of Iraq.  These packages were spread to as many Marines as possible and made a big impact on morale.  Thank you very much.

Cpl Joseph M. Knox,   8th ESB, Bulk Fuel Company

The postcard came from Cpl Knox but the boxes were sent to another member of his unit – 8th Engineer Support Battalion out of Camp Lejeune, NC.  This is good because it means the Updates we put in every box are being passed around and the postcard that goes with them is being returned and providing us feedback.  A package was recently packed by our Volunteers and sent to Cpl Knox directly.

______________________________
Dear Project Marine,                                                                                                                                                  I just wanted to pass this note of thanks from me and my Marines for your words of encouragement and packages.  The very words in our country’s Constitution are the reason why our young men and women in uniform keep volunteering to come out here.  It was amazing getting ready for this deployment.  All volunteers!  Knowing that life out here in Afghanistan would be somewhat challenging, my Marines did not hesitate when asked to serve out in a developing combat environment.  For most of them it is their second or third tour in combat.  For some, their fourth and fifth.  Thank you for standing by ‘your’ Marine Corps and our country’s sons and daughters as we begin to rid this area of those who attempt to oppress it.  We will not fail you.  Semper Fidelis.                                                                                     Respectfully,              CWO2 Robert Y. Lee                       Bulk Fuel Company Commander                            8th ESB, CLR 2, 2d MEB      TF Leatherneck, Afghanistan

 We have sent several boxes to various companies in the 8th Engineer Support Battalion and remember our visit there at Camp Lejeune two years ago to meet some of the Marines and Corpsmen who had received care packages.                                       ______________________________
On behalf of all of us at VMA-214 Black Sheep Ordnance, we would like to sincerely thank you for the care package you sent.  It was greatly appreciated.  The provisions you sent were a great way to show your support for our military efforts here in Afghanistan.  Your selfless actions have given us overwhelming pride and honor in serving our Country.

L/Cpl Ryan P. Niebuhr, VMA-214 Ordnance                                                                                                                   Once again, thank you for the support!   Oorah, Semper Fidelis!

Ryan has a special request and we will do our best to honor it.  These Marines keep our attack fighter jets going and load them up with various types of Ordnance.   We’ve been told the Lance Corporals do all the heavy lifting……[image: image5.png]


                                      ______________________________
The box was awesome!     

GySgt A. F. Scott              CLR-2,  2nd MEB

Annie, The Gunny, succinctly makes her point.  She is with the Combat Logistics Regiment – 2 and was the recipient of our boxes when she was deployed in Iraq a couple of years ago.   The 2nd Marine Expeditionary Brigade makes up the 10,000 Marines and sailors who are in Afghanistan at present.  The mission of MEB-Afghanistan is to conduct counter-insurgency (COIN) operations in partnership with Afghan National Security Forces to prepare ANSF to assume security responsibilities by improving their capabilities through training, mentoring, and partnering in order to support the expansion of security and legitimate governance, mentoring, and partnering in order to support the expansion of security and legitimate governance.                                  

___________________________________

John 

Thank you so much for the package.  All of the contents were shared amongst all of HMH-772.  Receiving mail is the best part of the day.  Your efforts definitely brought many smiles on Marine’s faces.  Thank you!

MSgt DeCola, HMH-772

Smiles are good and so is receiving mail on this end.  We have a friend in HMH-772 so it’s good to hear from other members of her unit.  This unit flies those huge CH-53E Super Stallion Helicopters.  They’re capable of lifting heavy equipment including the eight-wheeled LAV-25 Light Armored Vehicle, the M198 155 mm Howitzer with ammunition and crew, and can recover all other Marine Corps aircraft except for the KC-130.                     

_________________________________

Calling all supporters:     I sincerely thank you for the support that you have provided and or continue to provide to my Marines and Sailors.  Alas, my journey out here must end.  We have worked our unit to make it possible to reduce in size.  That removes the requirement for a company headquarters while we reduce to a detachment size of about 75 Marines and 1 Sailor.  I feel terrible for leaving part of my company behind but some of us have to go or we won’t ever get out of this place!  Although I have spent the better part of two years here, I think I am due to relax for a bit (probably not likely!)  If you wish to continue supporting this unit, please use the Marine listed below as the point of contact.  Thank you once again!  Semper Fidelis!

Sincerely,   Tom Watson, Captain, USMC                                                                                                    GYSGT D. C. ETCHENLAUB, TRUCK COMPANY, II MHG, II MEF FWD, UNIT 73920, FPO AE 09509-3920 Tom has been a regular correspondent and we’ll miss his letters.  He is certainly due a respite and we’re sure he’s leaving his unit in good shape for the Gunny.   Gunny Etchenlaub is certainly on our list for the next packing session.                                             _____________________________

Sir,

 I just wanted to thank you for the cigars. I had been out working with the Afghan Army for 2 weeks, and when I got back to my FOB I had a care package from Project Marine Care and Anysoldier.com waiting for me. The Cigars that were in the box was definitely one of the nicest things I have received in a care package. Have been sharing them with everyone who smokes cigars, so just wanted to send you a collective thank you from us at HHC BDE 4-25 ABCT (SPARTANS!)

 Thank you again,                 SGT (P) Ian C. Anderson                                                                                                                                Army Sergeant Anderson is very welcome for the cigars.  The Blue Star Moms of our Tri-Valley area had a surplus and shared them with us.  Hopefully, we’ll be able to share with them any surplus items we receive.

Here’s a shot of Ian (L) with his buddy, Jimmy.
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  _____________________________

Dear John,    I wanted to personally take this time to thank you for your time and support. You have made the morale of the Marines here in Afghanistan so much better.  We really appreciate everything you have done for us.  It is funny how this works, you are thanking us and we are thanking you for thanking us! [image: image7.png]


   Every day is a blessing for us when we receive mail and packages.  Thank you.  If there is anything you would like to know about the Marines in 2d Bn 8th Marines, just ask - I will be happy to oblige. Of course it will be in the realm of info that I can give you.  Keep up the good work!  Thank you once again! It is great to see an old friend back supporting the troops! 

 Always,   GySgt Jason Tavano

Jason is with Communications Platoon, H&S Company, 2nd Battalion, 8th Marines out of Camp Lejeune, NC.  In olden days, we would have been neighbors and raised a beer or two at the “slop chute”.  We sent him packages in Iraq when he was deployed there a couple of years ago and we hope to meet him when we visit Camp Lejeune next spring.  His second note follows:  In the photo, he is on the right.

There are no words describing how much we appreciate what you all have done for us.  Not just this deployment, but past deployments.  You found my unit and me once again.  You keep us going with your time and effort you give with each box we get.  Thank you.  Semper Fi,  GySgt Tavano
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                                                          _____________________________

John, thank you so much for the wonderful package you sent to us.  We always appreciate the little tokens of home & knowing we are supported & thought of.  We are a helicopter company that flies troops, VIPs & equipment to different locations around eastern Afghanistan.  We are on the downhill slope of the deployment now, with only three months to go.  Hopefully, we are home by Thanksgiving and believe me, we will have a lot to be thankful for.  Please know that what you have done for us will never be forgotten.  We have been truly blessed to have so much great support from you and people like you.  Thank you…..    (below, these words were printed on the card she sent ):                                                                                                            Heroes make our country great…

… but, we could not do it without all of the great support we get from the home front!  Thank you for keeping us in your thoughts.

God Bless you & yours,  Jenny & Troops of Alpha Company

That came from Jenny McCarthy, an Army Pilot with TF 7-101 in Afghanistan.  Jenny and some of her mates started a volunteer mission where they visit locals, including children, in the hospitals in her area.  They take them gifts and hugs on a regular basis.  Of course, you won’t see this in the mainstream media.  We all have a lot to be thankful for this Thanksgiving, especially for these wonderful troops this Country has produced.

_____________________________

Dear John and Project Marine Care,

Thank you, thank you for the care packages!  The TQ RPAT team was thrilled to receive “presents”.  It is sad to think that some airmen, Marines, soldiers and sailors do not receive care packages from their loved ones, but know that your care packages brighten people’s days out here in Iraq and we can’t thank you enough.  (I have been spoiled by my parents and friends so I share as I did with your packages).  After spending 6 months out here working for the Army on a Marine Post, I am honored that I had the opportunity to work with the men & women of the USMC & US Army.  But I’m ready to get back to Seymour Johnson AFB.  I miss the sound of the F-16’s!!!                                                                               Thanks again,   Lt. Jessica West, USAF,  2/402 AFSB TQ RPAT                                                                    Jessica is the daughter of some folks we met after the welcome home ceremony for Captain “Sully” Sullenberger to our town of Danville, California after he made that miraculous landing on the Hudson River on January 15 of this year                                                 _____________________________

Thank you,  John and all of your volunteer staff for sending that wonderful package.  We are the Communications Platoon for 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines from Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii.  We appreciate all of the support we have been getting from organizations such as yours.  We are truly blessed and just know that because of you, my Marines are taken care of.           1stLt Alex Elizalde, 2nd Bn, 3rd Marines

Please understand that everyone is sent at least two packages, or more, depending upon the size of their unit.  The boxes arrive at different times for several reasons, so it’s fun to contemplate the reception of the subsequent packages after the troops take the time to respond to us.  What a contrast! - Hawaii to the godforsaken desert in the land before time.

_____________________________

MCL DET 942,                                                                                                                                                         Well I just received a care package from you all and it is greatly appreciated. My Marines and myself will put good use to the peanuts, cookies, and ketchup ( I have a Marine that loves ketchup and was very excited to receive, just to say he took it all, lol ). It’s always rewarding for us knowing that there are services out there like yours.  It’s amazing the amount of support your organization provides for our Marines and Soldiers over here. Thank you again for your support and care package.

 Cpl Owens, James R.  "TATER"   MALS-40, Avionics 990

Production Control  Camp Bastion, AFG

"The Man Of Tomorrow Is Forged By His Battles Of Today, And His Memories Of Yesterday"
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The ketchup was brought to our last packing session by one of our volunteers.  One never knows what will make a hit.   Corporal Owens is with Marine Aviation Logistics Squadron 40 out of Cherry Point, NC.  We plan to visit next year.  Here is a follow-up email James sent after his first one was sent to our people.

Good Morning Mr. Wintersteen,                                                                                                                           Well I hope my little e-mail was able to motivate your volunteers and Marines a little. Our duty is to do what we are asked in the Marine Corps and we accept it no matter what the task is, but what you all do for us is not asked or expected. And it is truly rewarding for us to know that there are people out there that think about us every day and work to make our lives a little bit enjoyable. This is my first deployment and I have to say I never expected the type of support we are getting from back at home. I have noticed your organization has not only touched mine and my Marines life, but you all are truly going above and beyond reaching out to hundreds of Marines. You say your volunteers and Marines truly appreciate us, well I hope you, your volunteers, and Marines helping you know just how much you all truly mean to us. To go out of your way gathering goods, packing boxes, and shipping them to us is a lot of work that is greatly appreciated. I have asked around a few other shops and it seems most of our Marines are doing pretty good on boxes. And I will be out here for a while, till around March or April time frame and after that I don’t think I will be deploying for a while, thank you though. Thanks again for everything and supporting us.                                   Cpl Owens, James R.    

_______________________

John,                                                                                                                                                                    Thank you so much for your continued support.  The goodies in your care packages are much appreciated, as is your thoughtfulness.  We’re creeping up on month seven of our deployment, so mail always brightens our day/week.  Hope all is well back home & thanks again.                                                 2ndLt Margaret Seymour               MAG-26                                                                                                      Maggie is due to be there quite awhile longer.  Good reason to thank her back with a package.

_____________________________
Hi John,

Got your package last night, both boxes.  I will respond in a letter as well - Thanks a lot and Semper Fi

Aloha and Have a Great Day!         GySgt Marcus Richardson

Marcus was one of our Recruiters out of Pleasant Hill and Antioch, California and is a Team Chief with Embedded Training Team 6-5 in Afghanistan.  Here is a photo.
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_____________________________
If you want to show your support to these troops and contribute to Project Marine Care, please make checks out to:   MCL DET 942

 And send to:  John Wintersteen   436 Sycamore Cir.  Danville, CA 94526    (925) 837-7750

ALL contributions are important and we like to think we are connecting good people with our fantastic troops every time a box is shipped.  Please note that all donations are applied 100% to help those troops – there are no “Admin Fees” in our Project.   One of these Updates goes into every box we ship.

  Our Federal Employer Identification Number (EIN) is 68-0379040 and our California State Franchise Board Organization Number is 2254883.   Our State Charitable Trust number is 120356.  The Department of California, Marine Corps League, is a non-profit Corporation under Section 501 (c) (4) of the IRS Code.  The Marine Corps League has an exemption that allows donations for our troops to be tax-deductible.  Please pass this on to anyone you believe would like to help our troops in “harm’s way”.   We ship to every branch of the military.  If you would like some information on how to send boxes, email me at  steenmarine@yahoo.com and we'll send you a Package Protocol and a list of goods that we update periodically.   Please put "Packages for Troops” on the Subject line so I'll know it's not “spam”.   Thank you, John Wintersteen - Mt. Diablo Detachment, Marine Corps League, Lafayette, CA

[image: image11.jpg]



JULY 25, 2009 – 70 BOXES PACKED
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